
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
MAY 4, 2015 
 

Celebrating the Invisible Migration: 
 Communities Gather to Honour Miraculous Journey of Tiny Skeena Salmon 

 
(Hazelton) On Monday, May 11, First Nations and their neighbours from across the Skeena 
Watershed will gather at the Babine River to celebrate one of the natural wonders of the 
Northwest. Each Spring, approximately 300 million juvenile salmon make their way from every 
lake, river and stream in the watershed to the saltwater refuge of the Skeena estuary.  
 
"Our community always celebrates the return of the adult salmon each fall, because they are such 
an important food source," said Lake Babine Nation Fisheries' Director Donna MacIntyre. "At 
least as amazing is the out-migration of the smolts heading to the ocean. This year, we decided to 
celebrate their journey, too." 
 
Monday's event takes place at the Babine River Fish Fence, where the Lake Babine Nation's 
fisheries program in collaboration with the Skeena Fisheries Commission, conducts a scientific 
program to catch and tag smolts as they leave Babine Lake. There will be hourly boat tours 
starting at 10am and a ceremony and free wild salmon barbecue starting at noon. 
 
The event has been dubbed The Invisible Migration because the millions of tiny smolts are 
invisible beneath the Skeena's brown floodwaters.  
 
"We see these muddy rivers flowing past our communities and it's easy to forget that just below 
the surface is teaming with baby salmon," said Macintyre. 
 
"This event is for everyone in the watershed. " said Shannon McPhail, executive director of the 
Skeena Watershed Conservation Coalition, which is co-sponsoring the event. "The miracle of 
wild salmon ties every one of our communities together. We need to celebrate that more." 
 
Two other Invisible Migration events are also taking place downriver. On May 20, people will 
gather in Hazelton to celebrate the smolts as they pass through. And on May 23 in Prince Rupert, 
a final event will take place to mark their arrival at the Skeena estuary. 
 
Greg Knox, Executive Director of SkeenaWild Conservation Trust hopes this project will 
demonstrate the importance of wild salmon habitat, “The health of the estuary has been on the 
minds of many residents lately, as it is the proposed site of a massive LNG facility being planned 
by the Malaysia-based corporation Petronas. We are concerned the plant will damage the eelgrass 
beds that provide rearing habitat for all of the Skeena's wild salmon.” 
 
"The estuary is a critical component of the Skeena system. The smolts arrive at a sensitive time of 
their lifecycle. The estuary gives them a refuge from predators and a chance to get used to the 
saltwater environment before they head out to the open Pacific," said Macintyre.  
 
For more information, contact: 
Donna Macintyre, Lake Babine Nation Fisheries: (250) 847-9209 
Shannon McPhail, Skeena Watershed Conservation Coalition: (250) 842-8738 
Greg Knox, SkeenaWild Conservation Trust (250)638-0998 
Event website: www.SkeenaWatershed.com/Migration 
 


