
Did you know that Royal 
Dutch Shell wants to 
build a coalbed methane 

gas field at the headwaters of the 
Skeena River?

It’s an area called the Sacred 
Headwaters, and it’s the place 
where three of Canada’s greatest 
wild salmon rivers - the Skeena, 
Nass and Stikine - all begin.

The wild salmon of the Skeena 
River alone contribute an 
estimated $110 million per year to 
the regional economy.

Sacred Headwaters

SHELL COALBED METHANE THREATENS 
THREE GREAT SALMON RIVERS 

Abundant populations of caribou, 
stone sheep, moose, grizzly bears 
and wolves also call the Sacred 
Headwaters home.

If Shell’s project goes ahead, it 
will turn the headwaters into 
an industrial landscape with 
thousands of gas wells, connected 
by a maze of roads and pipelines. 
Millions of gallons of toxic 
wastewater will be pumped from 
deep underground, permanently 
changing local aquifers.

Is this the future 
we want for the 
birthplace of our 
salmon rivers?
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Threatened birthplace of the famous Skeena River

A special educational bulletin from the Skeena Watershed Conservation Coalition
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below: new mexico coalbed methane 
development



Shell’s Plans 
and Activities
In 2003, the BC government 
sold Shell Canada the gas rights 
to a 800,000-acre area at the 
headwaters of the Skeena, Nass 
and Stikine Rivers.

Estimates suggest the area’s 
coalfield might contain 8.1 billion 
cubic feet of coalbed methane.

Shell quickly accessed the area 
and drilled three exploration wells 
before being formally evicted by 
elders from the Iskut First Nation 
in 2005. 

The company cancelled its 
2006 drilling program due to 
opposition, but is now pushing 

ahead with its project. This past 
summer, people from Iskut 
blockaded the access road, 
slowing Shell’s progress. 

Shell Canada (now fully owned 
by global giant Royal Dutch 
Shell) plans to drill an additional 
11 wells this winter at the 

BAD GAS? Coalbed methane Q&A
What is coalbed methane?
Coalbed methane (CBM) is a 
greenhouse gas and fossil fuel 
trapped in coal seams.

How many wells is 
Shell planning for the 
Headwaters?
CBM development requires 
a higher well density than 
conventional gas. Most CBM 
fields involve hundreds or 
thousands of wells, each 
connected by pipelines and roads.

Has CBM ever been 
developed in a salmon 
watershed?
No.

Does CBM pose risks to 
water?
Huge volumes of wastewater 
must be extracted prior to CBM 
production. This wastewater 
can contaminate streams and 
rivers. The BC government 
has committed to re-injecting 
wastewater underground, a 
poorly understood technique that 
could pose risks to groundwater. 
Toxic drilling and fracturing 
compounds and erosion also 
affect water.

What about wildlife?
Because they fragment the 
landscape with roads and 

pipelines, CBM fields have serious 
impacts on wildlife movement. 
Loud compressors and gas flaring 
also disrupts wildlife.

Won’t there be an 
environmental assessment?
 Unlike mining, BC law does 
not require environmental 
assessments for CBM 
developments.

Don’t we need the jobs?
Once established, CBM fields 
result in very few jobs or local 
economic benefits. At the same 
time, CBM puts existing jobs, 
such as guide outfitting, at risk.

headwaters of the Skeena (where 
no drilling has yet occurred) and 
three in the Stikine watershed, 
despite widespread opposition 
from Northwest BC residents.

A court case is currently underway 
between members of the Iskut 
First Nation and Shell.

below: one of Shell’S coalbed methane wellS in the Sacred headwaterS



“Coalbed methane threatens the very lifeblood 
of the Northwest. If you care for our rivers and 
our salmon, I urge you to speak out against it.”
Roy Henry Vickers, Artist and Order of Canada 
Recipient

“We shouldn’t even consider this type of 
development here. When the drilling is done 
and Shell is gone, what will we be left with?”
Gene Allen, Guide Outfitter and Rodeo Stock 
Contractor 

“My customers come here from around 
the world to experience pristine rivers and 
world class fishing -- not coalbed methane 
development.” 
Steve Hidber, Business Owner

Northwest BC residents 
speak out for the Skeena

WHAT CAN yOu DO?

What will Shell’s 
project affect?

Hunting

Fishing

Traditional First Nations 
activities

Water quality

Wildlife habitat

Outdoor recreation

The Northwest BC economy

Write a letter to the 
following elected officials. Tell 
them your Skeena does not 
include coalbed methane.

Premier Gordon Campbell 
Box 9041, STN PROV GOVT, 
Victoria, BC V8W 9E1 
premier@gov.bc.ca

Richard Neufeld 
Minister of Energy, Mines and 
Petroleum Resources 
Box 9060 STN PROV GOVT 
Victoria BC  V8W 9E2  
empr.minister@gov.bc.ca

Nathan Cullen 
MP, Skeena-Bulkley Valley 
#825 Confederation Bldg.
Ottawa ON, K1A 0A6 
info@nathancullen.ca

your Call
Shell Canada: 
(403) 691-3111

Gordon Campbell: 
(250) 387-1715

Online Action
Send a fax to decision-makers at 
www.skeenawatershed.com

Make a donation to support 
work to protect the Skeena, 
Nass and Stikine.  
Mail your cheques to:

Skeena Watershed 
Conservation Coalition 
Site L, box 21 
Hazelton, B.C.  V0J 1Y0 
www.skeenawatershed.com

Klabona Keepers Society 
(Iskut elders in court with Shell) 
Box 95 
Iskut, BC  V0J 1K0 
www.sacredheadwaters.com
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Community Presentations

Want someone to make a Sacred 

Headwaters presentation to your 

community group? Call us at 

(250) 842-2494 to book a date.



“In the end, what is at stake is the future 
of one of the most extraordinary regions 
in North America.”

Wade Davis 
Explorer In Residence
National Geographic Society

For more information:

Skeena Watershed Conservation 
Coalition 
Tel: (250) 842-2494 
info@skeenawatershed.com

Klabona Keepers Society 
Tel: (250) 234-3023 
rhoda-quock@hotmail.com

Dogwood Initiative 
Tel: (250) 370-9930 
info@dogwoodinitiative.org

West Coast Environmental Law 
Tel: (604) 684-7378 
admin@wcel.org

Printed with donations from Northwest BC 
businesses
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above: hundredS of northweSt bc reSidentS take to the StreetS to voice their 
concern about coalbed methane development in the Sacred headwaterS.
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